
Story dice instructions for MOPS
No sew Drawstring Bag/playmat:
1) select a scrap of T-shirt fabric and trace around a plate/bowl on the fabric.  My 
circles are 7".  cut out the circle.
2) cut small slits in the curdle, back about 1/4 inch from the edge and only about 1/4 
inch long.  These are perpendicular to the edge all the way around the circle, about 
every 1/2" to 1". The easiest way to cut them is to fold over the edge and cut the slit 1/8 
of an inch long.  There should be an even number of slits when you're all done, but 
you can easily adjust later, you don't need to count (see step 6).  
3) cut a piece of ribbon about 25" long.  (you want it to be just a little longer than the 
distance all the way around your circle).
4) put a knot in both ends of the ribbon.   Put a safety pin through the ribbon just 
behind the knot, then thread it through your little slits.  If your ribbon ends on the 
opposite side of the fabric it started, just add a slit to get it back to the same side.
5) Tie the ends of your ribbon together. Now you can pull the drawstring closed to form 
your bag, or spread it all the way back out to form the flat play surface.
For the story dice:
1) Select 10-14 blocks.  Quick sand the rough edges
2) Cut out your images.  I printed these on mailing labels for the sticky backs.  If you 
use regular paper, you have to glue each piece on before you coat.  The blocks are 
3/4" and the images are all less than that in either direction.  I cut squares, but you can 
cut them into forms if you prefer.  Each block has 6 surfaces, so if you only have 10 
blocks, select 60 images.  You can also write names on if you want to use some 
names instead.  If you use 14 blocks, you need all the images plus some names to fill 
all the surfaces.
3)  Pull off the backing and stick each image/word to a surface of the blocks.  Be aware 
of placement- if Johnny loves dogs and would want to be in a story with one, you cant 
put him on the same block as the dog.  If you want more than one person in a story, 
don't put all the names on the same block for the same reason.  Of course, you can 
always add things or people to your story, but as far as rolling them, it can't happen if 
they're on the same block!
4)  Coat them all with mod-podge. It keeps the "stickers" on, gives them a durable, 
resistant surface and seals the images.  Put a little mod-podge (Matte or Gloss finish) 
in a small container, sit down and start brushing it on.  You can hold the block with 
your pointer and thumb and coat 3 surfaces.  Set it on an uncoated surface to dry while 
you work on the other blocks.  by the time you're done, the first blocks should be dry or 
close to dry so you can coat the other 3 surfaces.  You can hurry this with a hair dryer if 
needed.  Do at least one coat.  More coats make a sleeker finish.  Take the dish of 
mod-podge home if you run out of time or want to do more coats.  Leave the brush 
(unless you don't have a brush at home, then take it).

To use:  Roll the dice and make up a story with the pictures and/or names that come 
up.  Roll only a few for shorter stories or less details to incorporate.
Tutorial is here:  http://pureandsimplelife.wordpress.com/2011/12/13/story-dice-for-
busy-bags/


